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PREFACE

With great pleasure and anticipation, we invite you to the international Falk
Foundation Symposium on “Gastrointestinal Inflammation and Neoplasia” which
will take place in Warsaw.

This meeting will bring together scientists and clinicians from across the field of
gastroenterology to examine the epidemiological foundations, pathophysiological
mechanisms, and clinical manifestations of a broad spectrum of gastrointestinal
diseases - including eosinophilic esophagitis (EoE), inflammatory bowel disease
(IBD), microscopic colitis, celiac disease, and selective gastrointestinal neoplasias.
With the participation of leading experts in our field, we will engage in discussions
on the latest insights into the pathophysiology, epidemiology, approved and
emerging diagnostic approaches, and evidence-based and emerging medical,
endoscopic and surgical treatment strategies—placing particular emphasis on the
practical implications of recent scientific breakthroughs.

We are confident that this symposium will not only foster scientific advancement
but also strengthen professional connections among those committed to improving
patient care in gastrointestinal health.

The setting in Warsaw - a dynamic city where cultural heritage meets modern
scientific progress - offers an inspiring backdrop for collaboration and forward-
thinking dialogue.

We look forward to welcoming you to what promises to be a stimulating and im-
pactful meeting with ample time to interact with a well-recognized international
faculty and lots of opportunities for networking. Meet old and make new friends.

Axel Dignass, Michat F. Kaminiski, Julia Mayerle and Edyta Zagdrowicz
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FRIDAY, April 24, 2026

9:00 Welcome
Axel Dignass, Frankfurt; Edyta Zagdrowicz, Warsaw

SESSION |

Epidemiology and pathophysiology of immune-mediated gastroin-
testinal disorders

Chairs Marcin Dziekiewicz, Warsaw, Gerhard Rogler, Zurich

09:10 EoE
Christopher Ma, Calgary

09:30 Celiac disease
Jonas Ludvigsson, Stockholm

09:50 Microscopic colitis
Darrell S. Pardi, Rochester

10:10 IBD
Britta Siegmund, Berlin

10:30 Coffee break with ePoster session

SESSION 11

Current diagnostic and monitoring strategies of immune-mediated
gastrointestinal disorders

Chairs Axel Dignass, Frankfurt;, Jarostaw Reguta, Warsaw

11:00 EoE
Ulrike von Arnim, Magdeburg

11:20 Celiac disease
Carolina Ciacci, Salerno

11:40 Microscopic colitis
Piotr Eder, Poznan

12:00 IBD
Ana Gutierrez Casbas, Alicante

12:20 Lunch break with ePoster session




SESSION I

Current treatment strategies in immune-mediated gastrointestinal
disorders

Chairs Grazyna Rydzewska, Warsaw, Britta Siegmund, Berlin

14:00 EoE: Diet, steroids or more?
Edoardo V. Savarino, Padova

14:20 Celiac disease: Gluten free diet and more
Detlef Schuppan, Mainz

14:40 Microscopic colitis: Current strategies for uncomplicated and
refractory disease
Andreas Miinch, Linképing

15:00 IBD: Treatment goals in 2026
Alessandro Armuzzi, Milan

15:20 Coffee break with ePoster session

SESSION IV

Diet and microbiome based approaches in immune-mediated gastro-
intestinal disorders

Chairs Milan Lukas, Prague, Harry Sokol, Paris

16:00 EoE: Elimination diet or more?
Alfredo J. Lucendo, Tormelloso

16:20 Celiac disease: Modern strategies to improve and monitor adherence to
lifelong diet
Luca Elli, Milan

16:40 IBD: Is nutrition an underutilized therapeutic option?
Iris Dotan, Petah Tikva

17:00 IBD: The relevance of the microbiome in pathophysiology and treatment
Harry Sokol, Paris




SATURDAY, April 25, 2026

SESSION V

Special situations

Chairs Anita Gasiorowska, Lodz; Matgorzata Zwolinska-Wcisto, Krakow
09:00 Refractory celiac disease and differentials
Michael Schumann, Berlin
09:20 Acute severe colitis
David Laharie, Bordeaux
09:40 Immune-mediated gastrointestinal disorders during pregnancy and
lactation
Uma Mahadevan, San Francisco
10:00 Management of complicated fibrostenosing EoE
Alain Schoepfer, Lausanne
10:20 Coffee break with ePoster session
SESSION VI

Gastrointestinal tract neoplasia and differentials

Chairs Cesare Hassan, Milan; Michat F. Kamiriski, Warsaw
10:50 Colorectal cancer screening and surveillance by primary colonoscopy:
Nordic and beyond
Cesare Hassan, Milan
11:10 Colorectal cancer screening and surveillance by FIT
Antoni Castells, Barcelona
11:30 Endoscopic resection of colonic and rectal lesions:
On the oncological edge
Nastazja Pilonis, Warsaw
11:50 Early onset colorectal cancer
Willem Bemelman, Amsterdam
12:10 Presentation of poster awards
Axel Dignass, Frankfurt, Edyta Zagorowicz, Warsaw
12:30 Lunch break with ePoster session



SESSION ViI

Tips and tricks for excellent gastroenterologists

Chairs Axel Dignass, Frankfurt; Andreas Sturm, Berlin

13:30 Impaired coagulation: What gastroenterologists need to know
Jeanin van Hooft, Leiden

13:50 Pitfalls in sampling: We need to consult our pathologist
Rafal Peksa, Gdansk

14:10 FMT: Pitfalls and tips
Jarostaw Biliriski, Gdansk

14:30 State of the art: Management of antibiotic-associated colitis
Christoph Hégenauer, Graz

14:50 Coffee break with ePoster session

SESSION Vil

Treatment decisions: Pro and cons

Chairs Ailsa Hart, London, Edyta Tulewicz-Marti, Warsaw

15:20 Stricturing Crohn’s disease: Medical, endoscopic or surgical treatment?
Pro conservative treatment Florian Rieder, Cleveland
Pro surgery Willemm Bemelman, Amsterdam

15:50 De-escalation of medication for IBD: Continue forever or time to scale down?
Ailsa Hart, London

16:10 Top-down or step-up approach in IBD: Still unresolved?
Pro top down Nurulamin Noor, Cambridge
Pro step-up Andreas Sturm, Berlin

16:40 Cancer surveillance and prevention in IBD: Universal or individualized
approaches?
Fernando Velayos, San Francisco

17:00 Closing remarks




LIST OF SPEAKERS, MODERATORS
AND SCIENTIFIC ORGANIZERS

Prof. Dr. Alessandro Armuzzi

IRCCS Humanitas Research Hospital
Via A. Manzoni 56

20089 Rozzano/Milan

Italy

Prof. Dr. Willem A. Bemelman, MD, PhD
Department of Surgery

Amsterdam UMC

University of Amsterdam

Location VUMC | 7F

1007 MB Amsterdam

The Netherlands

Prof. Dr. Jarostaw Biliniski
Department of Hematology,
Transplantation and Internal Medicine
HUMAN BIOME INSTITUTE S.A.

ul. Starodworska 1

80-127 Gdansk

Poland

Prof. Antoni Castells, MD, PhD
Gastroenterology Department
Hospital Clinic of Barcelona
Carrer de Villarroel, 170

8036 Barcelona

Spain

Prof. Carolina Ciacci

Department of Medicine and Surgery
Universita degli Studi di Salerno

Via Salvador Allende

84081 Baronissi (SA)

Italy
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Prof. Dr. Axel Dignass
Department of Medicine |
Agaplesion Markus Hospital
Wilhelm-Epstein-Str. 4
60431 Frankfurt/Main
Germany

Prof. Dr. Iris Dotan

Division of Gastroenterology
Rabin Medical Center
Beilinson Hospital

39 Jabotinski St

49100 Petah Tikva

Israel

Marcin Dziekiewicz, MD, PhD
Associate Professor

Department of Pediatric Gastroenterology
and Nutrition

Medical University of Warsaw

63A Zwirki i Wigury Street

02-091 Warsaw

Poland

Prof. Dr. Piotr Eder

Department of Gastroenterology,
Dietetics and Internal Diseases
University of Medical Sciences
Fredry 10 Street

61-701 Poznan

Poland

Dr. Luca Elli

Gastroenterology ed Endoscopy Unit
Fondazione IRCCS Ca’ Granda Ospedale
Maggiore Policlinico

Francesco Sforza St, 28

20122 Milan

ltaly



Prof. Dr. Anita Gasiorowska
Department of Gastroenterology
Medical University of Lodz

251 Pomorska St.

90-213 Lodz

Poland

Prof. Ana Gutierrez Casbas

Hospital General Universitario Dr. Balmis
Av. Pintor Baeza, 12

03010 Alicante

Spain

Prof. Ailsa Hart

Department of Metabolism, Digestion
and Reproduction

Imperial College London

Northwick Park and St. Marks Site
London

United Kingdom

Prof. Cesare Hassan

Gastroenterologia e Endoscopia Digestiva
IRCCS Humanitas Research Hospital
Via Manzoni 56

20089 Rozzano/Milan

Italy

Prof. Dr. Christoph Hé6genauer
Department of Internal Medicine
Medical University of Graz
Auenbruggerplatz 15

8036 Graz

Austria

Prof. Dr. Michat F. Kaminski
Department of Cancer Prevention/
Endoscopy Unit
Maria-Sklodowska-Curie Memorial
Cancer Center and Institute of Oncology
W. K. Roentgena 5

02-781 Warsaw

Poland

Prof. David Laharie

Service de Gastroénterologie et Nutrition
CHU de Bordeaux

Avenue de Magellan

33000 Bordeaux

France

Prof. Alfredo J. Lucendo
Department of Gastroenterology
Hospital General de Tomelloso
Vereda de Socuéllamos s/n
13700 Tomelloso

Spain

Prof. Jonas Ludvigsson

Department of Medical Epidemiology
and Biostatistics

Karolinska Institutet

Nobels vag 6

17177 Stockholm

Sweden

Prof. Milan Lukas

Department of Gastroenterology
ISCARE

Ceskomoravska 19

19000 Prague

Czech Republic



Dr. Christopher Ma

Department of Medicine |
Gastroenterology

University of Calgary

3280 Hospital Drive NW

6D21 Cal Wenzel Precision Health Building
Calgary AB T2N 4Z6

Canada

Dr. Uma Mahadevan

UCSF Colitis and Crohn’s Disease
Center

University of California

513 Parnassus Avenue, MSB, #357 San
Francisco, CA 94143

United States

Prof. Dr. Julia Mayerle
Medizinische Klinik und Poliklinik 1
Klinikum der Universitat Mlinchen
Marchioninistr. 15

81377 Munich

Germany

Andreas Miinch, MD, PhD Department
of Gastroenterology and Hepatology
University Hospital

Sandgardsgatan 3

der Johannes Gutenberg-

53123 Linkdping

Sweden

Dr. Nurulamin Noor

Department of Medicine

University of Cambridge Puddicombe
Way

CB2 OAW Cambridge

United Kingdom
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Darrell S. Pardi, MD

Division of Gastroenterology and
Hepatology

Mayo Clinic Rochester

200 First Street SW

Rochester, MN 55905

United States

Prof. Rafal Peksa

Faculty of Medicine

Medical Univeristy of Gdarnsk
ul. Debinki 1

80-211 Gdansk

Poland

Dr. Nastazja Pilonis

Department of Gastroenterology
The Maria Sklodowska-Curie National
Research Institute of Oncology

ul. W. K. Roentgena 5

02-781 Warsaw

Poland

Prof. Dr. Jarostaw Reguta
Gastroenterology

Klinika Gastroenterologii
Onkologicznej Roentgena 5
02-781 Warsaw

Poland



Florian Rieder, MD

Dept. of Gastroenterology, Hepatology
and Nutrition

The Cleveland Clinic Foundation

9500 Euclid Avenue

Cleveland, OH 44195

United States

Prof. Dr. Gerhard Rogler

Klinik fUr Gastroenterologie und
Hepatologie

UniversitatsSpital Zurich
R&mistr. 100

8091 Zurich

Switzerland

Prof. Dr. Grazyna Rydzewska
Department of Internal Medicine and
Gastroenterology

National Medical Institute of Ministry
of Interior and Administration

61 Zwirki i Wigury Street

02-091 Warsaw

Poland

Prof. Edoardo V. Savarino
Department of Surgery, Oncology and
Gastroenterology - DISCOG
University of Padua -

Azienda Ospedaliera di Padova

Via Giustiniani, 2

35128 Padova

Italy

Prof. Alain Schoepfer, MD

FMH Gastroentérologie et Hépatologie
Service de gastro-entérologie et
d’hépatologie

CHUV - Rue du Bugnon 44/07/2425
1011 Lausanne

Switzerland

PD Dr. Michael Schumann
Medizinische Klinik fir Gastroenterolo-
gie, Infektiologie und Rheumatologie
Charité Campus Benjamin Franklin
Hindenburgdamm 30

12200 Berlin

Germany

Prof. Dr. Detlef Schuppan

Institute of Translational Immunology
University Medical Center of the Jo-
hannes Gutenberg University
LangenbeckstraBe 1

55131 Mainz

Germany

Prof. Dr. Britta Siegmund

Med. Klinik fur Gastroenterologie,
Infektiologie, Rheumatologie
Charité - Universitatsmedizin Berlin |
Campus Benjamin Franklin
Hindenburgdamm 30

12200 Berlin

Germany

Prof. Dr. Harry Sokol
Gastroenterology Department
Saint-Antoine Hospital

184 rue du faubourg Saint-Antoine
75571 Paris cedex 12

France



Prof. Dr. Andreas Sturm

Internal Medicine and Gastroenterology
DRK Kliniken Berlin Westend
Spandauer Damm 130

14050 Berlin

Germany

Edyta Tulewicz-Marti MD

Department of Gastroenterology and
Internal Medicine

National Medical Institute of the Ministry
of the Interior and Administration

ul. Wotoska 137

02-507 Warsaw

Poland

Prof. Dr. Jeanin van Hooft
Department of Gastroenterology and
Hepatology

Leiden University

Albinusdreef 2

2333 ZA Leiden

The Netherlands

Prof. Fernando Velayos

Department of Gastroenterology and
Hepatology

San Francisco Medical Center

2350 Geary Blvd

San Francisco, CA 94115

United States
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PD Dr. Ulrike von Arnim
Universitatsklinik flr Gastroenterologie,
Hepatologie und Infektiologie
Otto-von-Guericke-Universitat Magdeburg
Leipziger Str. 44

39120 Magdeburg

Germany

Prof. Dr. Edyta Zagérowicz
Maria-Sklodowska-Curie Memorial
Cancer Center and Institute of Oncology
W. K. Roentgena 5

02-781 Warsaw

Poland

Prof. Dr. Matgorzata Zwolinska-Wcisto
Department of Gastroenterology and
Hepatology

University Jagiellonski - Collegium
Medicum

Jakubowskiego 2

30-688 Krakow

Poland



REGISTRATION [=]

You can register for the event via our homepage:
www.falkfoundation.org E

Registration is only possible online.
You will receive an automatic confirmation of registration by e-mail.

CONGRESS FEES

The Online Live Event is free of charge.

CONGRESS TIMES

The times in the program are given in UTC/GMT + 1

Please check your local time.
(Universal Coordinated Time + 1 = Middle European Winter Time).
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Together we know more. Together we do more.

Falk Foundation e.V. | Leinenweberstr. 5 | 79108 Freiburg | Germany

T: +49 7611514-400 | F: +49 7611514-460 | E-Mail: meeting@falkfoundation.org
www.falkfoundation.org





